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Methodology

Information gathering through 

● pre-sales discovery questions
● the sales cycle
● technical implementation phase

Data collection by item types

State of Open Data Report 2023



Item types shared on Figshare



FAIR 

● Findable - DOIs, metadata, discoverable

● Accessible - No paywall, standard 
access methods

● Interoperable - metadata and linking

● Reusable - License, metadata provides 
context

https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18

https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18
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A good repository makes these simple

https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18


FAIR 

● Findable - DOIs, metadata, 
discoverable

● Accessible - No paywall, standard 
access methods

● Interoperable - metadata and linking

● Reusable - License, metadata give 
context

https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18This is where researchers need help
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The State of Open Data







A good, next generation data / full institutional repository

is one piece of the puzzle

Direct research data management (RDM) help for 

researchers is another.



Enter the 

Research Data Management Librarian



Research Data Management (RDM) Librarian

A key success factor in 

● building engagement from researchers 

● successfully managing and growing data / 

institutional repositories



Roles and Expertise

● Understand funder / publisher / institutional data sharing 

policies; how their repository does / does not meet them

● Guide researchers on selecting licences for shared data

● Support researchers to use the repository

○ assist with data sharing policy compliance

○ when publishing associated data in with a paper

○ for storage and publication of sensitive data



Conclusion

Some publishers and most funders are 

now implementing some type of data 

sharing policy.

The RDM librarian should be aware of 

what the policies expect from the 

researchers, and able to manage the 

data repository holding the shared data.
I



Recommendations

● African LIS professionals should embrace the RDM librarian 

role and become prepared

● African LIS educators, library schools and employers should 

provide courses and professional development tools

● African governments should draft and implement policies that 

support and invest in institutional, country and regional open 

access infrastructures to maintain African research outputs



Thank You
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